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SERMON. 



Acts vi, 4. 

« 

But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the 

ministry of the word. 

• 

It was considered the duty of the primitive churches 
to minister to the necessities of the saints. The distri- 
bution of their charities had devolved upon the Apos- 
tles. When the number of the disciples was multi- 
plied, and the labors of the Apostles greatly increased, 
the Grecians murmured against the Hebrews, because 
their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. 
To prevent all ground of complaint without interrupt- 
ing their ministry, the twelve Apostles called the mul- 
titude of the disciples together, and proposed, that 
they should select seven men from among themselves 
of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost, whonj they 
might appoint over this business. This the Apostles 
did, not that they might live in indolence, but that 
they might give themselves continually to prayer a:id 
to the ministry of the word. And they were in truth 
eminently and uniformly devout; and they actually 
gave themselves without reluctance, or indolence, or 
any disposition to forsake their work, to the ministry 
of the word. Nothing turned them from their holy 



^, 



*< Y ' 



# 



1 



4 

purpose; nothing restrained their devotions; nothing 
diverted them frotn this benevolent and sacred work. 
But what was the duty of the Apostles in this res- 
pect is the duty of the ordinary ministers of Christ 
They are engaged in the same work, and have the 
same duties to perform. And if they have not diffi- 
culties of the same kind to encounter, they have those 
which are equally dangerous, and which render vigi- 
lance ajid resolution equally necessary. If the civil 
arm is not stretched out to obstruct them in their la- 
bors, or silence their preaching, a worldly influence is 
in continual operation to chill their devotions, and a 
thousand temptations are presented to hinder their 
faithful ministration of the word of life. The world 
has always exerted a greater and more deleterious 
influence over the Church and her ministers by its 
flatteries, than by its frowns. All the ministers of the 
gospel then should adopt the resolution, and imitate 
the example of the Apostles, by giving themselves 
continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word. 

I am led by the text and the occasion to explain and 
etiforce the duty of njinisters to give themselves con- 
tinually to prayer and the ministry of the word* 

This does not imply that ministers must be always 
praying or preaching* You will not understand, when 
they sacredly resolve to give themselves continually 
to prayer and the ministry of the word, that they are 
to have no time for relaxation, for journeying* for 
enjoying the society of their friends, for superintend- 
ing their domestic concerns, for carrying forward the 
benevolent designs of the Church. Some of these 
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are necessary for the maintenance of health and men- 
tal vigor; others are demanded by providence; and 
others, while they make ministers more ardent and 
faithful pastors, concentrate their efforts with those 
of the Church in general in the noblest works of 
Christian benevolence. 

Ministers may be saicW to give themselves continu- 
ally to prayer and the duties of the sacred office, 
when they devote themselves with their whole hearts 
to this work; and consecrate to it the -best of their 
time, their best talents, their best thoughts, their 
most vigorous efforts, and make all their other concerns 
subservient to their sacred profession. 

But to be more particular; 

Ministers must give themselves continually to prayer. 
by maintaining statedly devout intercourse with God 
in retirement They are called by their office fre- 
quently to lead the devotions of others. And while 
they become so familiar with this service, and so often 
engage in it in the presence of others, there is danger 
of its becoming with them a heartless service. The 
form in such a case is almost imperceptibly substituted 
for the reality. The life and spirit of devotion grad- 
ually decline; and the warmth of the animal passions, 
the influence of sympathy, or a desire to lead the de- 
votions of others with propriety, — kindle an unhal- 
lowed fire, which unsuspectingly passes in the mind of 
the minister for acceptable prayer. 

It is admitted, that the frequency with which min- 
isters are called to lead the devotions of others should 
render them eminently devout. But yet there is ob- 
vious danger, that the state of their own hearts, or 
the impression that prayer is iq so many instances 



6 

regarded as a mere ceremony by those around them, 
or even the frequency of the service amidst so many 
temptations, will render their devotions formal and 
heartless. To avoid this evil and guard against this 
danger, ministers must maintain stated and devout in- 
tercourse with God in retirement. In the closet, 
where they will not pray, because men ask it, or ex- 
pect it, — or because the service devolves upon them 
as ministers, they must bow the knee, and draw near 
to God in all tiie sincerity of their hearts. Here they 
must go to their heavenly Father, because their own 
souls desire it; and here they must enkindle at the 
throne of divine grace a heavenly spirit, which will 
glow in all their social and public devotions, and diffuse 
itself through all their duties. Every minister's study 
should be consecrated to prayer, as well as to the dili- 
gent investigation of divine truth. There "fast by the 
oracle of God" he should muse until the fire burns, 
and pour out his soul in fervent supplication, until he 
acquires a tone of piety, that is elevated and perma- 
nent. He must light the lamp of holy fervor in the 
study, if he would have it burn brightly in the sanctu- 
ary. He must kindle the fire of devotion in the closet, 
if he would have it animate all his other duties. No 
place on earth, save the altar and table of the Lord, 
should the minister of Christ consider more sacred, 
than his study. He should there maintain inter- 
course with God in the most intimate and spiritual 
manner. He should there come even to his seat, and 
converse with him, as a man converses with his friend. 
Ministers should also maintain a devotional spirit 
habitually. This is what is more especially meant by 
giving themselves continually to prayer. They should 



cultivate a devotional temper at all times and under 
all circumstances. Whatever may be thought of the 
world, or of professing Christians in general, it is ex- * 
pected of ministers, that they should be uniformly 
grave and devout. This comports with the sacred- 
ness of their office, the solemnity of their work, and 
the dignity of the ministerial character. This elevates 
them above the levity and sensuality of the world, 
and imposes a restraint upon vice, and an awe upon 
the minds of the ungodly. This erects a barrier against 
the rude assaults of the profane, and stays the ap- 
proach of all indecent mirth. An habitually devotion- 
al temper, cherished by the faithful minister, imposes 
upon all with whom he associates a conviction of the 
presence of God, and makes them feel, that he k a 
man of prayer, "a legate of the skies." . - 

But ministers must give themselves continually, not 
only to prayer, but to the ministry of the word. 

They must do this, 

1. By a diligent, critical, and prayerful study of 
the sacred scriptures. The scriptures are their di- 
rectory; the source whence they are to draw all their 
instructions; the rule of faith according to which they 
are to form all their religious opinions; the statute 
book where they are to find all the laws to govern 
their own lives and the lives of others;— the charter 
on which they are to rest their title to eternal life. 
It is more important therefore, that they should un- 
derstand the subjects contained in the scriptures, than 
any other subject, which. the mind can contemplate. 

But it should be remembered, that the Bible was 
written in two different languages, one of which for 
more than two thousand years has ceased to be a liv- 
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ing language; by more than forty different persons 
during a period of fifteen centuries; — referring to va- 
rious customs now unknown; employing a great variety 
of imagery now out of use; and the latest portion of 
it in a different dialect from other authors in the same 
language. How then can ministers satisfy their own 
minds with regard to many things written on its sacred 
pages without critical and diligent research? How can 
they satisfy, instruct, and edify their people, without 
that intimate and thorough acquaintance with the Bi- 
ble, to be gained only by laborious and prayerful in- 
vestigation? 

It is admitted, that a pious, teachable mind, under 
the sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit, will per- 
eeiva spiritual things, which the unsanctified mind 
will not. Yet it is true, that not even the most pious 
K and devout can gain a critical and extensive knowledge 
of that sublime system of divine truth contained in the 
inspired volume without patient and persevering ap- 
plication. No man cart become qualified to explain 
the scriptures, illustrate their meaning, and enforce 
their momentous truths, as a minister of the gospel 
ought to do, without a careful study of the Bible. 
While it is one gr^at object of the ministry of the 
word to explain the Bible, to show clearly what it 
teaches, what it requires, what it promises, and what 
it threatens, — how can ministers of the gospel do this, 
unless they understand it? meaning, and know how to 
explain it? To be able to do this, they must under- 
stand the rules of interpretation, and know how it is to 
be explained. This is to them of vast importance. 

Men generally admit, that the Bible is the word of 
God, and the only rule gf faith and practice. This is 
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the fundamental principle of Protestant Christianity. 
But yet with the same acknowledged standard of 
faith, and practice, and Christian character, they dif- 
fer widely and essentially in all these respects. But 
how can this be, when they adopt the same standard, 
the Bible? They differ widely and essentially as to' the 
meaning of the Bible? But why do they thus differently 
interpret the Bible? Here we cotiie to the root of the 
difficulty. They either adopt different rules of inter- 
pretation, or apply these rules in a different manner. 
And they never will agree as to the meaning of the 
sacred scriptures, until the rules of interpretation, and 
the application of these rules to the scriptures are 
better understood. The spiritual watchmen will 
never see eye to eye, until the correct rules of inter- 
preting the Bible are settled and adopted. Until this 
is done, religious controversy will not cease. Here is 
explained the whole of that enigma, which has pro- 
duced so much religious skepticism, — that the Bible 
should seem to support so many different and opposite 
opinions and systems, and that great and learned men 
should differ so widely with regard to its contents. 
Only Jet the correct rules of interpretation be under- 
stood, and adopted, and sacredly regarded; and much 
of this diversity of opinion on religious subjects would 
at once be done away. Let men also come to the 
study of the Bible with a humble, teachable temper, 
with a desire only to know and do the will of God, 
and it is obvious that in all its essential truths they * 
would cordially agree. This must be the fact, if the 
Bible has any definite, intelligible, consistent meaning. 
2. Ministers should give themselves continually to 

the ministry of the word* by a prayerful and studipus 
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preparation of their public discourses. The ministry 
of the word in the common acceptation of the phrase 
more immediately respects the public preaching of it. 
From Sabbath to Sabbath the ministers of the Lord 
Jesus are to appear in the sanctuary, and lead the de- 
votions of the assembly, and explain, enforce, and apply 
the great truths of revelation. The doctrines of the 
gospel they are to exhibit and illustrate in their con- 
nexion and consequences. The duties of Christianity 
they are to inculcate with great plainness; the obli- 
gations of moral beings they are to present, and urge, 
and fasten upon the conscience; the motives to holi- 
ness and pious effort they are to bring in contact with 
the heart; the realities of eternity disclosed in the 
word of life, they are to exhibit to the minds of their 
people in all their, magnitude and importance, and in 
such a manner, that they shall never be forgotten. 
They are by their public discourses to wake up the 
attention of a thoughtless world to the momentous 
concerns of religion, and excite them immediately to 
flee from the wrath to come, and secure the great 
salvation. 

Now can they expect to do all this with unstudied, 
hasty sermons? Can they instruct an audience by their 
preaching, unless their sermons contain instruction? 
Can they enlighten the mind in the knowledge of the 
truth, unless their sermons are full of light and knowl- 
edge? Can they rouse the conscience and affect the 
•heart, unless their discourses glow with warmth, 
strike with force, seize and melt the affections, and 
enstamp the seal of divine truth? Can they be said to 
carry beaten oil into the sanctuary, when they appear 
before their people with discourses, which have 
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neither argument nor meaning, neither weight nor 
warmth, neither spirit nor form, neither connexion nor 
conclusion? What can they expect with such prepar- 
ation for the pulpit, but that their hearers will sleep 
in the sanctuary one half of the day, and at home the 
other? What can they expect, but that the graces of 
Christians will languish, aid the famishing life of 
piety jiearly expire under such spiritual starvation? 

Be it so, that they do not wholly neglect the study 
of the scriptures, nor religious reading, nor literary 
pursuits. But this falls greatly below their proper 
mark. It is by a critical and diligent investigation of 
the sacred volume, that they are to learn its meaning, 
and store their minds with its truths. And it should 
be remembered, these truths are not to be thrown 
out in a disconnected, desultory manner in their public 
discourses. For in this way they would neither be 
understood, nor retained, nor have any practical influ- 
ence. In their public discourses the truths of revela- 
tion are to be illustrated, exhibited in their connexion, 
defended against objections, carried into their prac- 
tical results, and faithfully applied to the heart and 
conscience. Now can all this be done in the most con- 
vincing, impressive manner in public discourses, unless 
they have been laboriously and prayerfully studied? 
Can all this be done without much time, and thought, 
and labor? It is not important here to agitate the 
question, whether sermons shall be delivered from 
manuscript, from memory, or from fixed and vigorous 
thought and premeditation. , What we would main- 
tain is, that they should be the result of prayerful 
study, and contain light and warnjth; instruction for 
the understanding and food for the soul. 
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3. Ministers should give themselves continually to 
the ministry of the word by dispensing it at all proper 
times. They are not only to dispense it statedly on 
the Sabbath, but occasionally from house to house. 
In their parochial visits and in their various intercourse 
with their people they are to exhibit the truths and 
urge the duties of Chriitianity in a discreet, earnest, 
and affectionate manner, as they have opportunity. 
They are never to forget under any circumstances, 
that they are ministers of the word of life, that they 
are to know nothing among their people, save Jesus 
Christ and him cruoified, and that every occasion fa- 
vorable to impress divine truth is to be improved. 
They are to dispense the word of life to the young 
in schools, and places for catechetical instruction; to 
the various collections of their people gathered in dif- 
ferent districts; — in assemblies for prayer and religious 
improvement; at the houses of the aged and infirm, of 
the poor and remote, and from week to week statedly, 
as they shall be able, and circumstances require. 
They are to seize every occasion to minister the word 
of life, and make known the way of salvation. 

So did the Apostle Paul. He went forth and 
preached in every city and village and cottage, where 
it was practicable, that word of life, which came down 
from heaven. He testified publicly and from house 
to house "repentance towards God and faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ." So far as will comport with their 
health, and their various duties and cares and labors, 
ministers should dispense the word of life, not only 
on the Sabbath, but at other times; not only in the 
sanctuary, but in other places appointed for the 
purpose. > 
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We proceed in the second place to enforce the duty 
of ministers to give themselves continually to the 
ministry of the word and to prayer. 

1. By this God is glorified. The glory of God is 
revealed in his word. This brings out to the contem- 
plation of men the hidden recesses of the divine nature, 
which they could have discovered in no other way. 
This is the brightest medium, by which the divine ex- 
cellence 1 is reflected upon the human mind. To dis- 
pense this word of life faithfully therefore is to make 
known the divine character, and present to human 
contemplation the divine glory. It is to proclaim that 
infinite holiness, and mercy, and justice, and goodness, 
which will be seen with awful clearness at the judg- 
ment day. It is to bring Jehovah near, and place the 
infinite excellencies of his character before the mind; 
and to elicit the feelings of men towards him. 

Hence Jehovah declares, "My word shall not return 
unto me void." Whether it be a savor of life or* 
death, it will make known the glory of its divine Au- 
thor. It cannot be faithfully preached, but God is 
seen, bis character is disclosed, and his claims en- 
forced. While therefore ministers should continually 
seek the advancement of the divine glory, they should 
give themselves continually to the ministry of 'the 
word for this sacred purpose. 

A second consideration to enforce this duty is, that 
men are saved instru mentally by the preaching of the 
word. The faithful ministry of the word is suited to 
rouse them from their moral slumbers, and awaken 
their attention to their immortal interests. It de- 
scribes their sinfulness* places their danger before 
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them, presents those sublime and glorious objects, 
which they ought supremely to regard; and presses 
upon the heart and conscience the most weighty mo- 
tives to repentance and uniform obedience. 

The ministry of the word is the grand instrument 
employed by infinite wisdom in the salvation of men. 
It is an obvious fact that more become real Christians, 
and live as heirs of immortal glory, where the gospel 
is statedly and faithfully preached, than where it is 
unfaithfully, or but seldom preached. The preach- 
ing of the cross is the power of God and the wisdom 
of God to the salvation of men; for it hath pleased 
him by the foolishness of preaching to save them, 
that believe. And how many have been renewed, 
and become heirs of salvation, under the faithful min- 
istry of the word? Behold three thousand added to 
the Lord under one pungent and faithful sermon from 
the lips of Peter; — and multitudes more under the 
ministry of the Apostles! Nearly all, who have since 
been sanctified, have been sanctified through the 
truth, exhibited by a faithful ministry. 

It is called the ministry of reconciliation, because it 
is the grand instrument of reconciling men to God, 
and preparing them for heavenly glory. The Apos- 
tle to the Gentiles represents the niinistry of the word 
as almost indispensable to the salvation of men. He 
says, "Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. But how shall men call on him, in 
whom they have not believed? And how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? And 
how shall they hear without a preacher? So then 
faith cometh by Rearing; and hearing by the word of 
God. 59 The preaching of the word usually precedes 
faith; and faith precedes salvation. But if the faith- 
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ful ministry of the word is to^ promote the salvatiQii 
of men, surely those appoiated to dispense it, should 
give themselves continually to their ministry. They 
are as solemnly bound to do this, as they are to seek 
by their highest efforts the salvation of their people. 

The responsibility of the sacred ministry, the extent 
and immense importance of the duties it embraces, 
and the momentous consequences it involves — require, 
that those, who engage in it, should give themselves 
continually to it. If there be any employment or busi- 
ness on earth, that demands the whole time and heart 
and talents and efforts of men, it is the ministry of the 
word. This is a concern, the duties and responsibili- 
ty of which, might well make Gabriel tremble! 

3. Ministers should give themselves continually to 
prayer, because this will have the most salutary influ- 
ence upon their whole character and labors. 

Continual prayer will make them humble. There 
are many circumstances in the lives of ministers, which 
too often awaken pride and self-complacency. They 
hold the most honorable office, and afe engaged in the 
noblest employment ever assigned to mortals. While 
their office is respected, if they act in character, they 
are respected. They receive the first and most res- 
pectful attentions of their people, and sometimes per- 
haps hear the injudicious flatteries of affectionate 
friends. These and various other circumstances are 
suited to fan the flame of pride in their hearts, and 
awaken arrogance and self-complacency. But let 
them give themselves continually to prayer, and all 
this self esteem will give place to deep humility. Only 
let their eye see the holiness of Jehovah in the closet, 
or in the sanctuary, and they will "abhor themselves, 
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and repent in dust and ashes." Let them maintain in- 
timate communion with their Lord and Master, and 
like him they will be meek and lowly in heart 

Continual prayer will promote in ministers sincere 
benevolence. It is the indispensable duty of the minis- 
ters of the gospel to show the people their transgres- 
sions, and the house of Jacob, even professing Chris- 
tians, their sins. It is their duty to reprove vice both 
in public and private. It is their duty also to pro- 
claim the terrors of the law, as well as the offers of 
mercy, and the thunders of Sinai, as well as the melt- 
ing accents of redeeming love. But they are in dan- 
ger of doing this with an improper spirit and in an 
improper manner. They are in danger of adminis- 
tering reproof with harshness or bitterness; of at- 
tempting to refute error with unfairness or censori- 
ousness; of proclaiming the terrors of the law in an 
angry, violent manner, — as though they had rather 
hear the thunderings and earthquakes, and see the 
smoke and fire of Sinai, than to behold their people 
melted at the sight to repentance and submission. 

But let thepa give themselves continually to prayer, 
and they will be preserved from all this. They will 
go from their devotions deeply impressed with their 
own unworthiness, and in compassion and kindness warn 
the wicked of his danger, reprove the backslider, 
arouse the slumbering; and, with the deepest solici- 
tude and the tenderest emotions proclaim the tremen- 
dous threatenings of the law, and present the awful 
doom, which awaits the impenitent. They will un- 
cover the pit of despair, and expose the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimstone with the most melt- 
ing anxiety, lest their impenitent hearers should sink 
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into it, to riseuio more!-*- If es, they would tell them 
"even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross 
of Christ" 

Ministers should give themselves continually to 
prayer, because it will make them active and perse- 
vering. They have many temptations to inactivity, 
and are in great danger of becoming "indolent in their 
work. They have many obstacles to surmount, many „ 
trials to endure, many foes to face; and are in danger 
of relaxing their efforts, relinquishing many of their 
best plans of usefulness, and conforming to those, who 
"wish them to do but little at moral reform. And how 
shall they guard against these dangers, and keep alive 
the noble spirit of activity and perseverance? Where, 
but in habitual devotion, shall they find a mighty, holy 
impulse, which will bear them constantly forward 
amidst the most powerful temptations to remit their 
labors, to sacrifice their fidelity, and relinquish their 
most useful plans? Let them go to the throne of 
grace, and increase* their benevolence and zeal; let their 
devotions enkindle in tHelr hearts the spirit of Christ, 
and Ijis love will constrain them to persevere, in well 
doing, to labor more actively, to pursue their work 
with more ardor, and to preach and pray with greater 
earnestness. 

, Ministera should give themselves continually to pray- 
er, because it will give consistency to their characters. 
Who, that ministers at the altar, has not occasion to 
weep over his own deficiency in this respectt And 
how can that minister be useful among his people, en- 
force the religion he preaches, or honor his divine 
Master, whose character is marked with glaring in- 
consistencies? Though he may be a man of splendid 
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talents, profound learning, and excel as $ .writer and 
orator, it is likely he will do more hurt than good* 
and lead more souls to perdition than to hettten. 

But let ministers give themselves continually to 
prayer, and it will preserve them from those glaring 
inconsistencies and sinful imprudencies, which might 
prevent their abte and well directed efforts. * Habit** 
. ual prayer would render them habitually gtfave and 
discreet. It would exhibit them uniformly as the! 
ministers of the Lord Jesus, and give a noble elevation 
and dignity to their characters, force to their instruc- 
tions, confidence in their counsels, and Weight to their' 
example. It would render them the consistent and 
devoted ambassadors of Christ. 

Ministers should give themselves Continually to 
prayer, because it will enable them to preach with the 
greatest effect. White an attempt to please with a fine 
written essay, to amuse with the flowers of rhetoric* 
to excite admiration by the powers of or&tory, or to 
awaken emotion by playing upon 'the passions, may 
produce some transitory effect, arid secure some ap* 
plause; — all this falls far below the deep and salutary 
impression a faithful minister aims to produce. Let 
ministers give themselves continually to prayer, and 
study and deliver their sermons under the influence of 
a heavenly ardor, awakened by their fervent devo- 
tions, and they will be truly eloquent. Their dis- 
courses will have a clearness, a divine savor, a glow of 
thought, richness of sentiment, weight of argument, 
and powerful application, which will imprest the mind. 
They will be delivered with that energy and pathos, 
which will rouse the conscience, and affect the heart 
Genuine eloquence, that which become* the aacred- 
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' ness and dignity of the pulpit, is that, which is enkind- 
led, and chastened, and elevated by habitual, fervent 
devotion. 

Ministers of the gospe) should give themselves con- 
tinually to prayer, because it will sanctify their whole 
ministry. Under its influence they will consecrate 
their studies, their private and public instructions, 
their time and talents and influence to the Lord. It 
will lead them to pursue one objeot, and this the 
most grand and noble ever regarded by mortals; — the 
advancement of the divine glory in the salvation of 
men. It will imprint on their foreheads in legible 
characters the inscription, "Holiness to the Lord." 
Who then, that ministers at the altar of the Lord of 
hosts, will not give himself continually to prayer and 
the ministry of the word? 



My Beloved Brother, 

It gives me peculiar pleasure to witness your 
establishment here as a minister of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I rejoice that your field of labor is in the 
vicinity of my own, and that you have been conducted 
hither from the school of the prophets to take part 
with us in the ministry of reconciliation. You are 
now by many prayers and vows to consecrate yourself 
to the sacred office, and frotii this hour to give your- 
self continually to prayer and the ministry of the word. 
You are to lead the devotions of this people in the 
sanctuary, in meetings for religious improvement and 
united supplication, at houses of mourning and death, 
in the chambers of sickness, and op, all proper occa- 
sion. You will then, my dear Brother, feel the ic&por- 
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tance of being yourself a man of prayer. You will • 
maintain stated and spiritual intercourse with God in 
retirement. You will cherish habitually a devotional 
spirit; carry with you the presence of your divine 
Master, wherever you go; and let your people ever 
discover in you that meekness of wisdom, that con- 
sistency of character, that benevolence of heart, that 
practical exemplification of your preaching, that ele- 
vated piety, which are the result qply of habitual and 
fervent prayer. 

You are to give yourself to the ministry of the word 
among this people. You will study the scriptures 
daily, critically, and prayerfully; and in all your inves- 
tigations apply the correct rules of interpretation. 
You will believe for yourself with regard to the true 
meaning of the Bible, and preach what you believe. 
You will prepare your public discourses with much 
study and prayer, and with deep solicitude, that they 
may betome a savor of life to your people; and you 
will never bring into the sanctuary other than beaten 
oil, nor offer in this sacred place, that which cost you 
nothing. You will dispense to this people the word 
of life from week to week and from house to house, as 
you have opportunity. You will give your heart, 
your thoughts, your time, and your energies to your 
great work, and remember that these are all conse- 
crated to the ministry of the gospel, and cannot be 
turned to any other use. 

You will enter the labors of your respected and 
beloved predecessor, in whose prayers I doubt not you 
will share, and who will ever rejoice to see this peo- 
ple, for whose good he has labored, walking in the 
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truth under your ministrations, and gathered into the 
fold of Christ by your instrumentality. 

It is our privilege, my dear Brother, to lire in an 
age of benevolent effort, of Christian enterprize. Min- 
isters of the gospel must bear a leading part in the 
benevolent operations, which bless the present age. 
To lend your own influence and labors, and bring the 
charities and prayers of your beloved people in aid of 
the great system of Christian benevolence will be 
your duty and. your delight. Nor will you ever im- 
agine, that all the efforts you can make for the exten- 
sion of the Redeemer's kingdom abroad will diminish 
in the least your attachment to its interests at home. * 

My beloved Brother, your great work is before you. 
To prayer and to the ministry of the word you are to 
give yourself continually from this day to the day of 
your death. Are you ready to exclaim, "Who is suf- 
ficient for these things?" Look up to the great Shep- 
herd, and hear him say, "My grace is sufficient for 
thee. Be thou faithfpL, unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life." 

My beloved fathers and brethren in the ministry; 

While engaged in these solemn services, is it not a 
proper season to call to mind bur ordination vows, and 
review our past labors and lives? We solemnly cove- 
nanted, when consecrated to the sacred office, to give 
ourselves continually to prayer and the ministry of the 
word. Our divine master requires this at our hands. # 

Apostolic example binds us to do this. Nothing less 
than the immortal interests of immortal beings are in- 
volved in our faithful or unfaithful inini&try. Angels 
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have been constantly watching us to discover our de- 
votedness, and carry the tidings of our success to the 
redeemed host, to increase their joy and swell their 
songs of praise. And* <the record of our ministry thus 
far has been entered in that book, which wiN be open- 
ed, and out of which we shall be judged at the great 
day. 

Let us pause and enquire, what is the record of our 
ministry in feeaven? What testimony have angels borne? 
Have we given ourselves cordially and continually to 
prayer, and to the ministry of the word? Have we 
jbeen instant in season and out of season, and warned 
our people night and day with tears? Have we studied 
and prayed and preached and toiled for their salva- 
tion? Or are we ready to shrink from such an inves- 
tigation? Let us remember, that our divine Master 
will soon come, and call us to give an account of our 
stewardship. And if we feel, that our work is not 
done, that we have no joyful account now to render, — 
that we are not ready to mc£t our Lord, — let us re- 
new our ordination vows, and resume our work with 
a fixed determination to give ourselves continually to 
it, and spend and be spent for the salvation of our peo- 
ple. This is a day, when the ordinary labors of the 
ministry are not sufficient. Those, who minister at 
the altar, are called to extraordinary labors, to uncom- 
mon efforts, to aid in bringing forward a scene of divine 
wonders which will astonish the world; to become 
benefactors to the nations of the millennium; and to 
usher in a period, when the heavens will drop down 
righteousness, and the whole earth be full of the glory 
of the Lord. 
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A word to this numerous assembly, and I have done. 

The faithful ministry of the word is to you, WJ res- 
pected auditors, of immense importance. It reveals 
the divine glory, brings Jehovah near, and fastens his 
claims upon you. It presents to you the offers of 
mercy, and points out the way to heaven. It exhibits 
the sanctions of the divine law, the conditions of eter- 
nal life, the most weighty motives to compliance, the 
fearful consequences of noncompliance, aqd the amaz- 
ing, awful retributions of eternity. It declares, that 
we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; 
— and where will you^ then stand? What sentence 
will you then hear? What retribution will you then, 
receive? — Unless you are begotten again and sanctifi- 
ed by the word of truth, ye cannot enter the kingdom 
of heaven. And if the ministry of the word rise up 
in judgment against you, how will it enhance your ever- 
lasting misery? "If he tt^at despised Moses 9 law died 
without mercy, of how Upuch sorer punishment must 
he be accounted worthy," who despises the gospel of 
Christ, the ministry of reconciliation! 



CHARGE, 



BY REV. DAVID KELLOGG, 



OS VRAMINGHAM. 
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To watch for souls is the great duty of a Christian minister.. To 
win them to Christ is the great object of his preaching, his example, 
and his prayers. This, my dear Sir, is the arduous, highly re- 
sponsible, and benevolent service, to which you have been conse- 
crated by imposition of hands and prayer. 

Designated in Providence to labor in this part of the great vine- 
yard, this church and congregation are committed to your more 
immediate charge. Into other parts of the harvest you will 
occasionally enter, when clearly called in Providence, and a fa- 
vorable opportunity presents to aid the common cause. 

In this sacred office, we exhort, yea, we solemnly charge you 
to be faithful. Preach the word; that word which Christ taught, 
and his apostles preached, and has been blessed in every age to 
the conversion of sinners, and edification of Christians. This 
word is contained in the sacred volume. It is spread before us 
with great perspicuity and fulness in the New Testament. 
Therein we have exhibited the peculiarities of the Christian 
* system; which none of the princes of this world knew; which 
never originated in the schools of ancient or modern philosophy. 
Sacred literature has furnished, and will afford still farther aid in 
explaining difficult portions of the inspired text. Availing yourself 
of these advantages, you will apply a humble, diligent, impartial 
and prayerful research for just views of that word which you are 
commissioned to preach. 

4 
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When you are satisfied what is the mind of the spirit in respc 
to any point in the Christian system, preach it with all fidelity ai 
i plainness: admit, and abide by the fair results. 

Should you meet gainsayers, repel their attacks in a spirit 
I meekness, by scriptural arguments. Indulge not acrimonious d 

bate, neither strive for the palm of victory; but, let a love < 
truth, the honor of God, and the interest of religion be your go 
erning motives. Always endeavor to be understood. Let yoi 
people know the ground on which you stand; what doctrines yc 
consider of essential importance, which you feel yourself boui 
to preach, and for their highest interest to receive. 
j Your divine Master taught the necessity of the new birth; at 

i that by this birth, he intended, not merely a conversion from J 

iaism, or from paganism to a speculative belief of Christianit; 
ut a radical change from sin to holiness. He likewise urged tl 
indispensable importance of the Holy Spirit to the production 
this moral effect. The reason assigned by the same divine Teacl 
er of the necessity of this change is the depravity of the heai 
These points were abundantly taught and insisted on by the inspin 
Apostles. Are these things so? then, go, young servant 
Christ, and preach the same. 
The vicarious sufferings of the Son of God, as the foundation < 
\ hope to sinners, , and a pre-requisite to God's gracious intercoun 

j with men, surely hold pre-eminent rank in the glorious Gospc 

These several articles form a material part of the faith on< 
delivered to the saints. Let them be clearly illustrated and e: 
forced in your ministrations. 

Let your prayers as well as preaching savor of these great do 
trines of grace. 

Again, you will carefully observe that line of distinction, whic 
the sacred writers have clearly drawn between the children 
God, and children of the world. 

The high extract of the former; their privileges, consolation 
I and hopes,, ought to be distinctly stated. The guilt, danger^ai 

• deserts of the latter, it is equally important to present befoi 

\ * them, and the only method of justification be pointed to their viei 

Indiscriminate applications to these opposite classes cannot < 
justice to either. In this case the word of truth is not rightly c 
vided. Should you be faithful in this point of ministerial^ dut 
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while you edify the humble christian, you will touch the pride of 
the carnal heart and excite resentment. But he not moved. 

Especially will your feelings and fidelity he tried when called 
to address a sinner on a dying bed, under an awful pressure of 
guilt and fearful apprehensions of the solemn retributions of eternity. 
Feelings wish to soothe and console; hut truth can afford no direct 
consolation, which the carnal heart is disposed to receive' and 
enjoy. Be cautious of diminishing the guilt or danger of an unregen- 
erate heart, or of abating the requisitions of the Gospel, as conditions 
of pardon and acceptance. State the duty of the trembling soul and 
the ground of hope with clearness. Present every encourage- 
ment before him, which the Gospel allows; follow your instruc- 
tions with prayer, and leave the event. 

Like your fathers before you, you will be called to reprove 
vice as you see it rising in various forms among the people of 
your charge. Avoid personalities. Guard against all appearance 
of party spirit, or of passions. Let it be apparent, that, a sense 
of duty is your leading motive. Attack not men, hut their vices; 
and this do with all long-suffering and doctrine. Bear in mind that 
important instruction of the Apostle; the servant of the Lord 
must not strive; but, be gentle unto all men; apt to teach; patient; 
in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God per- 
adventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
truth. 

In your social intercourse with your people and others, avoid 
the wide extremes of rigid austerity on the one hand, and servile 
compliance on the other; 

Be courteous with simplicity and godly sincerity. Condescend 
with dignity; be affable with a cautious reserve. Thus, being 
directed by Christian prudence, in becoming all things to all men, 
it will appear, that your object is to save some. 

To you it belongs to preside in the church under your care. 
You will carefully avoid aspiring at prerogative, or indulging 
a desire of absolute control over God's heritage. Your object 
will be to support the faith, order, and discipline of the house of 
God. Remember, that Christ is king of the church; his orders 
you are to obey; his laws you are to execute in that way, and in 
that way only, which he has prescribed. 

The terms of Christian communion as stated in the Gospel, 
you will illustrate and urge. Call those, and those only, children 
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of Abraham, who do the works of Abraham, and admit them to 
the privileges appropriate to so honorable a relation. Say to 
your people, if Christ wash you not, you have no part in him. 

Being now an authorized minister of Christ, it will be your lot 
to assist in ordaining others also. In a service of so high impor- 
tance in its bearings upon the Redeemer's kingdom, we solemnly 
charge you to lay hands suddenly on no man; at least, not without 
a due acquaintance with his endowments, his moral and religious 
character, his faith, his views of the object of the Christian minis- 
try, and the method of accomplishing it; nor without a rational 
evidence of his possessing that love to souls, which is essential to 
a scriptural hope of success in testifying the Gospel of the grace 
of God. 

We trust it will be to you an highly desirable object at least, if 
not of indispensable importance, that, the candidate whom you 
may be called to induct to office, should be one, who, consistently 
with his own views may bear a part with you in public, or in 
private, at the Lord's table, or on any religious solemnity, in a 
strain of devotion in perfect accordance with that of the heavenly 
host, who ascribe blessing and honor, and glory and power unto 
him who sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb forever and ever. 
Thus taking evangelical ground, maintain it with firmness; 
tempered, however with meekness and candor towards others, 
who may conscientiously have formed a different opinion. 

Finally, — let prayer be your ultimate resort. Dwell much in 
the important duty. In your addresses to the throne of grace, be 
humble, devotional, ardent; bearing upon your heart enemies as 
well as friends; every denomination of Christians: every rank in 
the great family of man. Give yourself wholly to your work, 
that, your profiting may appear unto all. 

In a word; take heed to yourself, and your doctrines; continue 
in them; for in doing this you will both save yourself and them 
that hear you. 

Be faithful unto death, and Christ will give you a crown of life. 



RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP, 



BY REV. SAMUEL GREEN, 



OF READING. 



^Love one another," was a command, which our Savior three 
times repeated to his disciples, just as he was closing his ministry 
among men. It has come down to us powerfully enforced by the 
example of its Author, and associated with that scene, where the 
Christian loves to linger, and where are suspended the hopes of 
a ruined world. 

As though aware of the discordant elements which would enter 
into the church in every age during its trial on earth, both Christ 
and his inspired apostle? say much on the subject of brotherly 
love. 

It is a most important ingredient in the Christian character; 
and every ceremony calculated to strengthen, or perpetuate it, 
especially those which are of divine appointment, should be most 
sacredly regarded. This is the principle of that union, which 
holds together all the real followers of the Lamb, and enables 
them to maintain their ground so successfully against the attacks 
of their common enemy, and spread so widely the glory of their 
divine master. It unites every Christian pilgrim with his fellow- 
traveller— church with church — minister with minister — all over 
the world. Who, indeed, should be united in the bonds of a most 
intimate union, if not the servants of Christ? — raised from the same 
gulf of wretchedness by an arm of grace — redeemed by a sacrifice 
above all price — holding dearer than life the same great doctrines, 
as the guides of our practice, and the pillars of our hope — called in 
common to contend with the powers of the darkness of this world, 
with spiritual wickedness in high places; — depending on the same 
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Spirit — following the same leader — with our eye directed to the 
same eternal weight of glory — who should live together in the 
bonds of an inviolable fellowship, if not Christians? and who 
among Christians, if not those who are set for the defence of the 
Gospel? 

Important occasions may justly demand a public and solemn 
pledge of this love. So the disciples, when they saw the grace 
which was in their brethren, Paul and Barnabas, and the great 
work assigned them by the Holy Ghost, gave them the right hand 
of fellowship. In compliance with the apostolic example and as 
the strongest mark of our affection for you, and of our confidence 
in you, on this public, interesting and solemn occasion, in the name 
of this ecclesiastical council, and of the churches which they rep- 
resent, I give you, De#r Brother, this right hand. Accept it as 
the offering of our hearts; — as a pledge of our sympathies, our 
prayers, and of all that ministerial and friendly aid, which your 
circumstances shall demand, and which God shall enable us to ren- 
der. 

We rejoice to see you this day invested with the sacred office, 
and to see you under auspices so favorable, put in trust with these 
immortal souls. We congratulate you on the union of sentiments, 
with which you have been called to the stated ministration of 
the Gospel ordinances in this place, and on the field of usefulness, 
which this day opens before you with so pleasing a prospect. 
Welcome, brother, to a part in our apostleship. Welcome, thrice 
welcome to the station in this part of the vineyard now assigned 
you by the Great Head of the church. We doubt not but you will 
gird on the harness with us and show yourself a good and faithful sol- 
dier, of Jesus Christ— that the interests of the neighboring churches, 
as well as of this, will be dear to you — that the very stones and 
dust of Zion universally wiltfeeprecious in your eyes. We acknowl- 
edge you to be placed on an equal standing with us in all the 
concerns of God's house. We do hereby express our entire satis- 
faction with your leading views of divine trutli — our full belief 
that you are firmly and understandingly settled on the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone — that we have this day been the servants of the 
church, in introducing among her pastors, one who will never fail, 
whilst he shall sustain this sacred relation, to hold up before this 
•enlightened people, the distinguishing doctrines of the gospel, re- 
membering Christ hath said "Sanctify them through thy truth." 
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Whilst you maintain the high and holy ground of a faithful, 
evangelical minister, we do solemnly pledge to you all the sap- 
port, the counsel, the christian offices, which are implied in this 
endearing ceremony; hut should you depart from the faith once 
delivered to the saints — should you crimson this holy office — a 
fear, blessed be God, we have no cause to harbor, but from the 
single circumstance, that you are a man — we make no pretensions 
to that charity which levels all moral distinctions, either within 
or without the ministry. The charity which we would profess 
and hold as most sacred, has a heart indeed, most expansive and 
glowing — but it has eyes too. — Like its divine author, it proclaims 
good will to men, and says u love the brethren;" but like him, it 
cannot look on sin either in principle or practice. 

Will not the occasion allow me one moment's indulgence «f my 
private feelings? Accept then, beloved Brother, this right hand as 
an expression of my personal affection, Our familiar acquaintance! 
— the circumstance of our being fellow students at the same lite- 
rary and theological seminaries, gives to me a peculiar in- 
terest in the ceremonies of this day. 

Your investiture with this holy office too, calls afresh to my re- 
membrance, the day so recently past, when my own breast felt 
the trembling anxieties, which now agitate yours. Our Lord has 
posted us in neighboring watch-towers, on the walls of his Zion* 
may he enable us to rouse each other to vigilance and fidelity by 
calling ever and anon "Watchman, what of the night? Watehman, 
what of the night?" 

Do you feel borne down under the weight of your solemn 
charge? — Well you may: — the inspired Paul, under this burden 7 

cried out, "Who is sufficient for these things?" Christ did not 

give this commission to his disciples, without immediately annex- 
ing the promise, "lo I am with you alway, even to the end of the 
world." I know, my brother, you cannot look around on the coun- 
tenances of this people, now become your people, and consider 
that they are henceforth to look to you for guidance in the most 
important concerns which, can occupy the attention of men or 
angels, without emotions too big for utterance. It is mentioned 
of President Davies, that he was frequently known, on going into 
the desk and looking round upon his audience to burst into tears. — 
This was the spirit of a minister. — Would to God just such a 
spirit dwelt in all our breasts! 
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You will doubtless, at times, feel pressed out of measure, even 
beyond strength, with the arduousness of your duties and the weight 
of your responsibility; a minister, of the nineteenth century, es- 
pecially must look to heaven for his rest. But be not discouraged; 
— let us buckle on the whole gospel armor, and fight manfully the 
good fight of faith. He that both called you to the field and bade 
you war a good warfare, will sustain you in the conflict and crown 
you with victory. You will not contend alone. Angels will look 
down from heaven and hail with songs of gladness your every suc- 
cess. — Jesus will never suffer his eye to leave you. Let us then 
take courage; — he calls out to us from heaven, "Behold I come 
quickly, and my reward is with me;" "Be ye faithful unto death, 
and I will give you a crown of life." Oh how delightful it will 
be, from the heights of Zion above, to look back on labors and suf- 
ferings endured here for Christ! 

Dear Brethren of this church and members of this society, we 
congratulate you on the joyful event which this day has ushered 
in. A momentous day this to all of you — You will remember it 
with joy, or with sorrow when these heavens and this earth are 
no more; — and as it comes round in the annals of eternity, you will 
keep a jubilee upon it, or its recurrence will bring to your re- 
collection abused privileges, — a slighted Savior, and augment your 
load of everlasting wretchedness. Our Brother will be to you 
either a savor of life unto life, or of death unto death. God 
grant you grace to receive him as one of Christ's ascension gifts, 
and to be nourished up by him unto everlasting life. 

And when Christ shall have gathered in his elect from the four 
winds of heaven — when the last note of the gospel trumpet, to Ife 
heard in this fallen world, shall have sounded — when the rivers of 
mercy which have for ages, flowed from the throne of the Eter- 
nal down to earth, shall flow no longer, and all the heralds of sal- 
vation shall stand with their hearers before the judgment seat of 
Christ, may we behold you approaching, and assembling with de- 
lightful gratitude around your pastor, and as he with joy, renders 
up his account, may we hear him exclaiming, Lord here am 1 and 
all the dear people of my charge. 
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CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE, 



BY THE REV. JACOB COGGIN, 



OB TEWKSBURT. 



To the members of this church, and Christian Society we offer 
our sincere congratulations on the events and prospects of this day. 
We commend the exertions you have made for the speedy reset* 
tlement of the gospel ministry among you. The course, which 
you have pursued, has prevented the divisions, which you feared, 
and secured your peace. 

The harmony and good feeling, which have marked all your 
proceedings, lead us to hope, that the transactions of this day may 
be as lasting and happy in their consequences as they are interest- 
ing and solemn. 

Such indeed may they prove. To this end suffer the word of 
exhortation. The duties of a people and minister are mutual. 
His duties to you have just been described — permit me to remind 
you of yours to him. 

1. Love your minister. This will tend greatly to promote his 
usefulness. When a minister loves and is beloved, when he can 
look around upon his congregation, with the impression, that he 
is in a circle of friends, whose affections meet him as their common 
centre, then will his labors be pleasing and profitable. Love your 
minister; then will you be the more disposed to receivfe with candor, 
affection, and self application, the gospel which he preaches — 
Then "his doctrine shall drop as the rain, his speech shall distil 
as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, an^ M tta 
showers upon the grass." 
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2. Guard against all unreasonable and unjust censures upon your 
minister. Consider that he is a man, subject to like passions with 
yourselves; and be ever ready to make all necessary allowances 
for those imperfections which, in this life are inseparable from the 
wisest and best of men. If at any time you should think him to 
have been imprudent, negligent, or unfaithful, go to him in private, 
and in a respectful, affectionate, yet plain and faithful manner, 
make known to him your grievances. He undoubtedly will be 
able, in many instances, to convince you, that you had not to much 
reason for dissatisfaction as you had imagined, and in others, that 
through ignorance of circumstances, and the motives under which 
he acted, you had formed an opinion altogether erroneous. 

As you value your own improvement, that of your families, and 
friends, guard against public, general, and indiscriminate censures 
upon your minister's conduct or preaching. Respect for the min- 
isterial character, is absolutely necessary, for the honor of religion 
and the success of the preached word. If your children, and the 
members of your family, should hear you daily censuring and con- 
demning your minister, what advantage will they derive from his 
instructions? What advantage will you yourselves derive from the 
man with whom you are constantly finding fault, and upon whose 
preaching and conduct, you are continually venting forth ill 
natured remarks? Surely you will not be disposed to "receive 
with meekness the ingrafted word, which is able to save your 
souls." 

Habitual sin, we do not wish you to countenance. If a miuister 
of the gospel, be vicious, or act in any way inconsistent with his 
sacred office, let him be dismissed at once. What we would plead 
for is, all sufficient allowances, for the blemishes, imperfections, 
deficiences, and mistakes inseparable from the best of men. 

3. Regularly and uniformly attend upon the ministrations of 
your minister in the temple the Lord. Nothing so much tends to 
animate and encourage a minister, as to witness a full and attentive 
audience. On the other hand scarce any thing is so dishearten- 
ing to him, as to be compelled to preach to the mere walls of the 
sanctuary. Thus situated it is impossible for him to feel as he 
ought to feel, or speak a« he ought to speak. You therefore not 
only lose the benefit, which you yourselves might otherwise re- 
ceive, but you pierce and discourage the heart of your minister, 
and prevent the improvement of those, who are present, when 
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you unnecessarily absent yourselves from the house of God. The 
public worship of God is certainly an ordinance of divine appoint- 
ment, and of the greatest possible importance. It was the ex- 
press command of God to the Jews, "Ye shall keep my Sabbath, 
and reverence my sanctuary" The primitive Christians met uni- 
formly, for religious worship, on the first day of the week. The 
Evangelist tells us, that Jesus Christ,* "as his custom was, 
went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day." Agreeably to the 
requirements of the law, the practice of the Jews and the exam- 
ple of our divine Lord, is the exhortation to the Hebrews, "Let 
us consider one another to provoke unto love and good works, not 
forgetting the assembling of ourselves together as the manner of 
some is." Many are the excuses offered for their conduct by 
those, who neglect public worship. The most common is this, 
— "If," say they, "we employ our time at home in reading the 
Bible, and religious books, we can spend our time as profitably and 
serve our God as acceptably as in the sanctuary." 

Those who have no relish for the services of the sanctuary have 
generally I believe but little taste for the Bible, or religious servi- 
ces at any time or place. 

But allowing that they do spend their time at home in a religious 
manner, — are they excusable for neglecting the house of God? 

"Supposing" as one very justly observes, "all should follow 
their example, it is evident that the preaching of the word and 
the public worship of God would cease." But furthermore the 
sanctuary is the place where God has commanded us to assemble, 
and where he has encouraged us to expect his blessing. 

Not only uniformly attend upon the services of the sanctuary, 
but let your minister have here your devout and prayerful attention. 
Carelessness and inattention in the house of God will discourage 
his heart, and essentially injure his sermons. 

It is impossible to deliver a sermon with any degree of interest 
and engagedness to a dull, careless, inattentive, sleepy people. 
To judge of the feelings of a minister, at beholding backs turned, 
and heads nodding, perhaps in the most pathetic part of hii 
sermon, — consider what your feelings would be, if whilst making 
an important communication to a circle of your friends, they 
should turn their backs upon you, or fall asleep — would not 
their conduct be a great trial to your feelings, and justly viewed 
as offensive and inciting? The case is the same with the' 
preacher and his hearer. 



86 

4. Oppose not, but. encourage his faithfulness in preaching* 
ftnd applying the distinguishing doctrines of the Bible. Do not 
expect or wish, that he should disguise, conceal, or keep back any 
part of the counsel of God> Never find fault with your minister 
for dealing plainly with you and wishing to come as closely as 
possible to your hearts and consciences. He must do this as he 
would deliver his own soul, and prevent the blood of your souls 
being found in his skirts. The object of preaching is not to 
amuse or entertain, but to save precious souls. He therefore 
cannot, he must not, prophecy smooth things, and thus lull yon 
into a profound security, and buoy you up with fallacious hopes. 

Does your minister tell you of man's ruined condition by nature, 
of the necessity of repentance unto life, of faith in Jesus Christ, 
salvation by grace, regeneration by the spirit of God, and holy 
obedience of the heart and life to God? Does he preach the ter- 
rors of the law? Does he denounce the vengeance of heaven 
against the impenitent? Does he point you to the worm that nev- 
er dies, to the fire that is never quenched? 

Consider him not as your enemy. Say not I hate him for he 
does not prophecy good concerning me ljut evil. In being thus 
faithful he is not your enemy, but your best friend. He does it 
because he loves you. At the hazard of exciting your displeasure, 
of provoking your animadversions, he manifests this love to your 
souls. 

Think not that he delights in dealing out reproofs, and denoun- 
cing the judgments of God against you; he does it with pain. If 
he wounds, it is that you may be more effectually healed. Bear 
then with, and cheerfully submit to his faithfulness, plainness, warn- 
ings and admonitions as the most decisive evidence of his love for 
you, which he can possibly give you. 

Receive likewise his private reproofs, rebukes and exhortations 
with candor, submission, and thankfulness. 

It is a painful consideration, that so few, even among professing 
Christians, can bear reproof. Tell them of a fault, add you at once 
forfeit their favor. Though reproof be administered in the most 
prudent, kind, and affectionate manner, instead of reflecting on their 
conduct, which might convince them of the justice and propriety of 
the reproof, they immediately endeavor to discover faults in their 
faithful reprovers, or in those whom they suspect to have in- 
formed them; and thus diverting their attention entirely from 
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themselves are only concerned to discover equal, if not greater 
blemishes in others. O guard against this disposition. Nothing 
can be more opposite to the Christian character. 

Cultivate the spirit of the Psalmist, and say, "Let the righteous 
smite me, it shall be a kindness; and let him reprove me, it shall 
be as excellent oil that shall not break my head." 

5. Be not unreasonable in your expectations with regard to 
his exchanges, and ministerial visits among you. It is a com* 
mon complaint against ministers beloved by their people, that they 
exchange too frequently, and do not visit them so often as they 
ought. As unreasonable expectations, are not unfrequently in- 
dulged on this subject, let me request you to make some calcula 
tions of what a minister can do; that you may not expect impossi- 
bilities. 

For a young man to write a single discourse, two or three days 
of close application are necessary. For continued usefulness much 
time must be spent in reading and laborious study. The sick must 
be visited. Some considerable time must be spent in attention 
and civilities to his friends and the people of his charge, who may 
visit him. His own private concerns, and family duties, must ne- 
cessarily occupy some part of his time. 

When you take into view these circumstances, you must calcu- 
late upon your minister's exchanging frequently; and you cannot 
reasonably expect that his visits to you wiil be very frequent or 
long. 

Endeavor to make his visits profitable to you. Encourage re- 
ligious conversation. Many are very anxious to have their minis- 
ter visit them frequently as a social friend or companion, who 
would never wish to have him enter their doors in the capacity 
of a minister of the Gospel, who watches for souls as one who 
must give account, to inquire into the state of their souls, and 
to converse with them seriously upon their eternal concerns: yet 
such visits generally a minister ought to calculate to make, and a 
people expect to receive. 

His time is too precious, his office too sacred to be exclusively 
devoted to worldly conversation. Do not, then, try to shift the 
conversation upon worldly objects, but aid and encourage religious 
conversation. 
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6.. Make suitable provision for the support of your minister, as 
the times may alter, and his exigencies and wants require; that he 
may not be obliged to spend any part of that time in attention to 
temporal concerns, which should be devoted to the important 
duties of his station. " Inattention to this duty, 9 ' as one very justly 
observes, "appears to be a species of spiritual suicide, if I may be 
allowed to use such an expression, as it has a tendency to prevent 
our receiving that spiritual nourishment, which is necessary for the 
support and increase of the divine life." 

7. Pray for your minister. How often does the great apostle 
of the Gentiles repeat the injunction, "pray for us." He needs 
your prayers, he particularly desires them. Ol pray for him con- 
stantly, ardently. In vain will be the labors of your pastor, how- 
ever faithful and devoted, unless accompanied with the blessing of 
God, and it is only in answer to prayer, that you have a right to 
expect this blessing. 

May you and your pastor long know by experience, how good 
and pleasant a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. 
May your mutual affection be as the dew of Hermon^ and as the 
dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion, for there the 
Lord commanded the blessing, even life for ever more. 

This numerous and respected audience will indulge me a word 
in the close. 

Fellow travellers to the world of spirits: You are by nature 
children of wrath, enemies to the great and glorious Jehovah, and 
exposed to the penalty of that holy law, which proclaims in the 
ears of transgressors, "The soul that sinneth it shall die." But 
through Jesus Christ, pardon, peace, and eternal life, are freely 
offered, to every humble, penitent believer; and all are invited to 
partake of these blessings without money and without price. 
The gospel-feast is provided, and the voice of your blessed 
Redeemer is crying after you, Come; for all things are now ready. 
Canyon neglect this great salvation? Will you slight all the joys 
of heaven, and press your way to the regions of woe? O my 
friends, I entreat you act not so mad a part. Arouse from your 
^guilty slumbers before you lift up your eyes in the prison of eter- 
nal despair! The awful period is fast approaching, when condi- 
tions of pardon will no more be offered. In a few days, perhaps 
hours, your doom will be unalterably fixed in the world of spirits. 
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Decide, now, therefore, for heaven. Delay not another moment, 
lest that should place you beyond the reach of mercy, beyond the 
solace of hope.; Trifle no longer with grace. Fly, instantly fly, 
to the hope that is set before you. O rest not till you have ob- 
tained an interest in the atonement of Christ, till you have repent- 
ed and believed the Gospel, and become truly penitent, holy and 
obedient; — then shall your death be peaceful and your immortality 
unspeakably glorious. 
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